
 

 
 

 
 
 

NIAA Grants Committee 2013 Round 2 
Wednesday 4 December 2013 at 10.30 am 

in the 6th floor Council Chamber at Churchill House 
 
 
Members: 
 
Prof D Lambert (Leicester)  Chair 
 
Dr C Bailey (London)   Representing Anaesthesia 
Dr P Clyburn (Cardiff)   Representing AAGBI 
Dr R Gill (Southampton)   Representing ACTA 
Mr D Hepworth    Lay Member, PLG, RCoA 
Dr R McCahon (Nottingham)  Representing SEA UK 
Prof G Mills (Sheffield)   Representing ARS 
Dr S Radhakrishna (Solihull)  Representing DAS 
 
In attendance: 
Miss C Bunnell     NIAA Administrator 
 
 

M I N U T E S 
 
 
2013/R2/01 WELCOME and APOLOGIES 
 
The Chair welcomed committee members to the meeting. Apologies for absence were received from 
Dr Bernadette Ratnayake, representing the British Society of Orthopaedic Anaesthetists (BSoA). 
 
2013/R2/02 DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
Committee members were reminded to declare any conflicts of interest. 
 
 
2013/R2/03  CONSIDERATION OF THE AAGBI/ANAESTHESIA RESEARCH GRANT 

PRESENTED BY DR PAUL CLYBURN AND DR CRAIG BAILEY 
 
Thirteen applications received in total. 
A sum of £375,462 was requested. 
Four awards were made to the value of £45,757. 
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Funded Projects 
Dr R Evley (University of Nottingham) 
To determine general practitioners' views on 'good' postsurgical outcomes utilising mixed qualitative 
methodology 
Funded to the requested sum of £14,613. 
 
Dr D Harper (Scarborough Hospital) 
Pain relief after colorectal surgery: single-shot spinal combined with Painbuster® vs. Painbuster® 
alone. A double blind pilot randomised controlled trial 
Funded to the requested sum of £9,408. 
 
Dr J Jack (Royal Sussex County Hospital) 
A study to determine the accuracy of zero-flux and ingestible thermometers in the perioperative 
setting  
Funded to the requested sum of £2,869. 
 
Dr Ramanathan Kasivisvanathan & Dr Ben Clevenger (Royal Free NHS Foundation Trust, London) 
Short-term outcomes with intrathecal opioid and patient controlled analgesia versus thoracic 
epidural analgesia for hepatic resection: a randomised controlled trial 
Funded to the requested sum of £18,867. 
 
 
2013/R2/04  CONSIDERATION OF THE ACTA PROJECT GRANT BY DR RAVI GILL 
 
Three applications received in total. 
A sum of £43,398 was requested.  
One award made to the value of £13,825. 
 
Funded Project 
Dr M Hogan (Papworth Hospital, Cambridge) 
The efficacy of prophylactic nasal high flow oxygen compared with soft face mask oxygen therapy in 
improving early postoperative recovery in patients after lung resection surgery 
Funded to the requested sum of £13,825. 
 
 
2013/R2/05  CONSIDERATION OF THE ARS HEATH FAMILY PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY 

PROFESSOR GARY MILLS  
 
Three applications received in total. 
A sum of £42,384 was requested. 
One application was withdrawn. 
One award made to the value of £12,407. 
 
 
Funded Project 
Professor H Galley (University of Aberdeen) 
Does pyrroloquinoline quinone (PQQ) have potential as a novel therapy to prevent oxidative stress 
and mitochondrial dysfunction under conditions of sepsis? 
Funded to the requested sum of £12,407. 
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2013/R2/06 CONSIDERATION OF THE BSOA PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY 
PROFESSOR DAVE LAMBERT ON BEHALF OF THE BSOA 

 
One application received in total. 
A sum of £10,000 was requested.  
No awards were made. 
 
 
2013/R2/07 CONSIDERATION OF THE DAS PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY DR 

SUBRAHMANYAM RADHAKRISHNA  
 
Dr Rob McCahon left the room for the discussion of this application due to a conflict of interest. 
 
One application received in total.  
A sum of £9,918 was requested. 
One award made to the value of £9,918. 
 
Funded Project 
Dr Iain Moppett (University of Nottingham) 
Modelling airway management using system reliability assessment tools 
Funded to the requested sum of £9,918. 
 
 
2013/R2/08 CONSIDERATION OF SEA UK PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY DR ROB 

MCCAHON 
 
One application received in total. 
A sum of £1,783 was requested. 
One award made to the value of £1,783. 
 
Funded Project 
Dr Helen Laycock (Imperial College, London) 
Development and validation of an instrument to assess the quality of the pain education 
environment for anaesthetic trainees. 
Funded to the requested sum of £1,783. 
 
 
2013/R2/09 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(i) It was noted that some concern had been expressed at the recent National Institute of 

Academic Anaesthesia (NIAA) Research Council meeting that the Chair had reviewed some of 
the applications considered in the last round.  The Chair explained that although not ideal, 
this practice was occasionally necessary when external peer reviewers, particularly for basic 
science applications, proved hard to find. The Chair hoped that colleagues sympathised with 
this situation and were happy to accept it as a pragmatic solution to a recurrent problem.  
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The committee thanked the Chair for this explanation and gave its full support for his 
management of the review process. Members praised the efficiency of the current system 
and felt that it was logical and extremely transparent.  

 
(ii) The Chair updated the committee on the new funding stream being developed by the 

Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain & Ireland (AAGBI), which would make it possible 
for applicants to submit proposals between the two main NIAA funding rounds.  
 
Professor Lambert explained that the grants would be badged as NIAA awards and would 
initially be received by the NIAA before being forwarded to an AAGBI assessment panel. The 
panel would then decide whether the applications were immediately fundable or suitable for 
funding via the normal NIAA rounds.  
 
This increased flexibility would result in a more responsive mechanism for funding research, 
and would be of most benefit to grant applications for smaller sums. Projects requiring 
funding on a larger scale were likely to be considered as part of the main funding rounds.  
 
The committee welcomed the plans and noted that some additional work was needed on 
the advertisement before its distribution via the AAGBI website and Anaesthesia News. 
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